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  12 July 2012 - The officers and staff of the Philippine Embassy in Abuja, Nigeria and theirfamilies, headed by Chargé d'Affaires (CDA) a.i. Alex V. Lamadrid, commemorated the 114thanniversary of Philippine Independence, with a flag-raising ceremony held at the Embassygrounds last June 12.    The activity was followed by a luncheon at the Sawadee Restaurant in Abuja.    The Embassy team, composed of CDA Lamadrid, Ms. Brenda Mabansag, Mr. Arthur Blas andMr. Clifford Legal, also attended Filipino community celebrations of the 114th PhilippineIndependence Day on June 16.  
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The first part of the event was held in the morning of June 16 at the Caverton Clubhouse, Ikeja,Lagos. The program included the Embassy's consular and OAV services; thanksgiving masscelebrated by Filipino Missionary Fr. Eliodoro "Dory" Tubesa, OSJ, flag ceremony, and readingof the Independence Day messages of President Benigno S. Aquino III and Foreign AffairsSecretary Albert F. del Rosario.    The event was organized by the Philippine Barangay Society in Nigeria (PBSN), headed by itschairperson, Engr. Esperanza R. Derpo.    In the evening of June 16, PBSN organized and enjoyed a dance party at the Mozida LoungeBar and Restaurant at the Ikeja Palace Hotel in Lagos.    Highlights of the affair included the reading of the Independence Day message by CDALamadrid, the performance of the Fresh Pluck Band, and a raffle draw. Proceeds of the rafflewere earmarked for the PBSN's charity project, which provides free schooling for less privilegedchildren. The charity project is a Kiri-kiri Initiative.  
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   On June 17, the Embassy team rendered consular and overseas absentee voting (OAV)services at Parklane, Apapa, Lagos, organized by Filipino community leader Manny Figueroa intandem with the Independence Day basketball tournament which displayed the enthusiasm ofFilipino cagers in celebrating Independence Day. END   
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