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The Department of Foreign Affairs views with grave concern the alleged rounding up of
community members of Suluk/Tausug descent in Lahad Datu and other areas in Sabah and the
alleged violations of human rights reported in the media by some Filipinos who arrived in Sulu
and Tawi-Tawi from Sabah.

  

The Department is coordinating with the Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) and other relevant agencies to document these reports so that appropriate actions
could be taken.

  

The Department urges the Malaysian government to take steps to clarify these alleged
incidents.

  

The Department continues to call on the Malaysian Government to give our Philippine Embassy
officials and the Philippine humanitarian/consular team dispatched to Lahad Datu and nearby
areas full access to the Filipinos being held “in several locations in Sabah but outside the ‘Ops
Daulat’ area,” as announced by the Malaysian Inspector General of the Police Tan Sri Ismail
Omar on 08 March 2013, to enable them to fulfill their mission which is to provide humanitarian
and consular assistance to Filipinos who have been affected by the incident.

  

We reiterate our call on the Malaysian Government to give humane treatment to the Filipinos
under their custody.

  

The allegations are alarming and should be properly and immediately addressed by concerned
authorities. END
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